




Black Hills RECORD: 9-1

2022 SCHEDULE

2021 RESULTS

CRUSADERS AT A GLANCE

LOCATION: Pittsburgh, PA
COACH: Rich Johnson

Xavier Nelson

2021 RECAP
After the one of the most successful 
seasons in program history, the 
sky's the limit for a team that only 
graduates three contributors for a 
team that won the WPIAL title. The 
Crusaders will once again be in the 
conversation if not favorites to 
repeat at Heinz Field in November. 

OFFENSE
The Crusaders lose their key 
contributors in Jaiden Torres and 
Keshawn Harris, however 
replacements are ready and willing 
in XAVIER NELSON and MARQUIS 
CARTER. The biggest question will 
come under center as the Crusaders 
return regular season starter JASON 
CROSS JR. and postseason starter 
KOLE OLSZEWSKI who shined in the 
WPIAL semi and title game. The 
trenches are deep, and duo NICO 
MARGITTAI and JAIDEN COLLINS 
may be the best in 1A. LESAE LACKS 
is a human highlight reel and 
possibly the best playmaker on 
offense. 

DEFENSE 
Defensively, the Crusaders return 
nearly everyone. The losses of 
Willie Banks and Eli Wilson will hurt, 
however the experience coming 
back in the trenches may be the 
best in the classification. BRADEN 
TRAVIS will be a name to watch as 
the leader at the LB position. The 
cupboards are full as well in the 
secondary as many will play both 
ways. 

OVERVIEW
The Crusaders are not only WPIAL 
title contenders but possibly 
favorites to win the whole thing. A 
surprise upset from District 9 
upstarts Redbank Valley kept the 
Crusaders from Hershey a year ago. 
A neutral site matchup with Steel 
High, a year removed from winning 
the state at  1A themselves, will be 
a big litmus test for the program. 
Cornell, Chartiers, and OLSH in 3 of 
the last 4 down the stretch will also 
be big tests. If Bishop Canevin 
comes back with the same talent 
and buy in as a program, there 
won’t be another team in the 
WPIAL at 1A that will be able to 
match their skill and size. Having 
both the WPIAL champ and WPIAL 
runner up in the same conference 
will be a treat and the story of the 
season at 1A. 

MUST WATCH: Oct. 21st- vs OLSH

8/26 vs  Steelton Highspire Rollers
9/2 Greensburg CC Centurions
9/9 Keystone Oaks Golden Eagles
9/16 @ Burgettstown Blue Devils
9/23 Avella Eagles
9/30 @ Fort Cherry Rangers
10/7 Cornell Raiders
10/14 @ Chartiers Houston Bucs
10/21 OLSH Chargers
10/28 @ Carlynton Cougars

8/28  Frazier 21-0
9/3  @ Carlynton 50-0
9/10  Northgate 27-8
9/17  @ Springdale           13-10
9/24  Greensburg CC           20-14
10/1  @ Clairton           18-28
10/8  @ Leechburg 33-3
10/15  Jeanette 35-0
10/22  Riverview     FF
10/29  @ Imani 43-0

KEY GRADUATES
RB Keshawn Harris
RB Jaiden Torres
DE Willie Banks
LB Eli Wilson
DT Ja’shaun Butler

LT 75 Braden Rankin SR. 

QB 2 Jason Cross Jr. JR.
WR 3 Lesae Lacks SR.
WR 6 Xavier Nelson SR.
LB 44 Braden Travis SR.
OL 54 Camden Cooley JR.

QB 4 Kole Olszewski SO.
DB 8 Jayden Lindsey SO.
RB 28 Marquis Carter JR. 
OL 63 Ezekiel Swift JR.

7 Azjaun Marshall JR.

DT 70 Jaiden Collins JR.
OL 79 Nico Margittai SR.

Justin Lashley SR.

TOP RETURNERS

FRESH FACES
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2022 SCHEDULE

2021 RESULTS

CHARGERS AT A GLANCE

LOCATION: Coraopolis, PA
COACH: Donnie Militzer

Nehemiah Azeem

2021 RECAP
The OLSH Chargers suffered a 
heartbreaking road loss at the tail 
end of the season to Northgate 
which hurt their playoff seeding, 
but it ultimately didn’t matter, as 
the Chargers went on a historic 
November run, upsetting 1 seed 
Clairton and earning a bid to the 
WPIAL Final. Now with coach Dan 
Bradley exiting for Ellwood City, the 
Chargers return with a lineup fit for 
another deep season. 

OFFENSE
NEHEMIAH AZEEM is one of the top 
QBs in 1A in the entire region, and it 
will help that nearly all of his top 
targets return like ZIGGY MCINTOSH 
and DORRIEN TATE. DIOR DEVERS in 
the backfield will also be a lethal 
weapon for the new coach. The line 
is deep with returners as well, 
despite the loss of all-WPIAL Gavin 
Tonery. Expect to hear the name 
RYAN FARRELL much more down 
the stretch. 

DEFENSE 
The Chargers return a fair amount 
of starters from a year ago, a team 
that struggled in the middle portion 
of the season on defense but locked 
down in the playoffs. OLSH will have 
to rely a lot on junior and 
sophomore depth especially at the 
second level. If everything 
translates on defense, OLSH could 
put themselves in the conversation 
for another WPIAL title. 

OVERVIEW
Watch out for the Chargers offense 
to take a massive step forward in 
2022 under a new look from 
Donnie Militzer. That step could 
take OLSH from WPIAL title 
contenders to state contenders. 
They’ll have to survive a gauntlet of 
a conference first, something that 
the Chargers struggled with in 
2021. The out-of-conference 
schedule will help OLSH down the 
road, opening up with three strong 
playoff teams  before conference 
play. A playoff rematch against 
Clairton in early September will be 
appointment viewing for any lover 
of WPIAL football. The Chargers will 
also look to make a statement 
against a Rochester team that beat 
them handily. Even if OLSH drops a 
few close games in the regular 
season like they did in 2021, OLSH 
will still be a dangerous team to 
watch out for in the playoffs. 

MUST WATCH: Oct. 21st- @ Bishop Canevin

8/26 @ Shenango Wildcats
9/2 @ Rochester Rams
9/9 Clairton Bears
9/16 @ Carlynton Cougars
9/23 Fort Cherry Rangers
9/30 @ Chartiers Houston
10/7 Burgettstown Blue Devils
10/14 Avella Eagles
10/21 @ Bishop Canevin Crusaders
10/28 Cornell Raiders

8/27  @ Apollo Ridge           28-22
9/3  @ Riverside           20-13
9/10  Beaver Falls No Contest
9/17  @ Burgettstown           33-13
9/24  Ft. Cherry 27-6
10/1  Rochester 7-34
10/8  @ Union           37-36
10/15  Shenango 7-14
10/22  @ Northgate           19-21
10/29  Cornell           13-12

KEY GRADUATES
WR Roman Frankovich
CB Gunnar Kiefer
T Dion McIntosh
DT Gavin Tonery
LB Stephen Greer

LT 75 Braden Rankin SR. 

RB 1 Dior Devers SR.
QB 2 Nehemiah Azeem SR.
WR 6 Ziggy McIntosh SR.
T 53 Ryan Farrell SR.
WR 3 Dorrien Tate JR.

OL 62 Tristan Vojtecky SO.
LB 30 Brandon Brazell JR.
TE 25 Iseia Schulz SO. 
WR 11 Ethan Gardner SO.

SS 7 Dereon Greer JR.
5 Brad Vaughn SR.
58 Camden Branch JR.

TOP RETURNERS

FRESH FACES
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2022 SCHEDULE

2021 RESULTS

BUCS AT A GLANCE

LOCATION: Carnegie, PA
COACH: RIch Piccinini

JAYDIN MCKNIGHT

2021 RECAP
The Cougars will look forward to the 
drop down to 1A after several 
middling seasons at the 2A level. 
The Big Seven will be just as difficult 
for a rebuilding Cougars team. 
Carlynton’s only victory in 2021 
came against Brentwood in a 
defensive battle. Expect plenty of 
improvement against a weaker 
schedule with a team that brings 
back almost everyone. 

OFFENSE
JAYDIN MCKNIGHT is already getting 
attention from division 1 schools 
and he’s only entering his junior 
season. He’ll be the big standout for 
the Cougars offense. His primary 
pass thrower is back as well with 
DEVONTE DEAN. DEAN is only a 
sophomore so expect the passing 
game to develop throughout the 
year. The Cougars will need to find 
someone to fill in in the backfield. 
The line will have to replace two 
stalwarts, which might prove 
difficult. 

DEFENSE 
The Cougars had a defense in 2021 
that was able to keep them in some 
games. With nearly everyone back, 
expect that to continue. Junior LBs 
NATE GIBSON and JACOB STIFFLER 
are both back as the strong point in 
the Cougars defense. There will be 
plenty of two way guys in the 
secondary that will make that unit 
strong as well. 

OVERVIEW
Carlynton is the team with the most 
possible fluctuation in terms of 
record for the 2022 season. It isn't 
outside of the realm of possibility 
the Cougars could be competing for 
a conference title with the talent 
they have. McKNIGHT will keep the 
Cougars competitive in games with 
better teams. Carlynton should 
have healthy challenges in the out 
of conference before taking on the 
gauntlet. Carlynton will have to 
travel to every team that they will 
have to beat to be the best of the 
rest, Ft. Cherry, Burgettstown, 
Avella. The good news is that they’ll 
play host to every conference 
favorite aside from Cornell, the 
Cougars could easily play the 
spoiler in any of those games. With 
such a young team still, the Cougars 
could be looking at a team built for 
a deep run in 2023

MUST WATCH: Aug. 26th- vs Carrick

8/26 Carrick Raiders
9/2 Riverview Raiders
9/9 @ Ellwood City Wolverines
9/16 OLSH Chargers
9/23 @ Cornell Raiders
9/30 @ Avella Eagles
10/7 Chartiers Houston Bucs
10/14 @ Burgettstown Blue Devils
10/21 @ Fort Cherry Rangers
10/28 Bishop Canevin Crusaders

8/27  @ Northgate 6-22
9/3  Bishop Canevin 0-50
9/10  @ Riverview           12-35
9/17  Shady Side Acad. 8-43
9/24  Serra Catholic No Contest
10/1  @ Brentwood   6-0
10/8  South Side           14-49
10/15  @ Seton LaSalle 6-21
10/22  Western Beaver           14-50
10/29  @ Sto-Rox 0-41

KEY GRADUATES
OL Tyler Masdea
OL Pierce Granier
DB Bryce Rodriguez
WR Elijah Babish
RB Shawn Curry

LT 75 Braden Rankin SR. 

QB 7 Devonte Dean SO.
RB 12 Jacob Stiffler JR.
WR 3 Jaydin McKnight JR.
OL 62 Wesley Maxwell SR.
OL 68 Aaron Lee SR. 

WR Anthony Burkhart SO. 
WR Kendric Carlson JR.
RB Brian Goodman FR.

LB 2 Nate Gibson JR.
OL Denny Gorny SR.
T 60 Darrence Hatcher SR.

TOP RETURNERS

FRESH FACES
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2022 SCHEDULE

2021 RESULTS

BLUE DEVILS AT A GLANCE

LOCATION: Burgettstown, PA
COACH: Greg Marshall

RUDY BROWN

2021 RECAP
The Blue Devils snuck into the 
playoffs off of Gardner Points a year 
ago. Their championship hopes 
ended in the first round against the 
class of the classification in Bishop 
Canevin. Row with a solid stable of 
backs coming back, the Blue Devils 
could be ready to take a step 
forward. 

OFFENSE
The Blue Devils lose their do-it-all 
QB in Jackson LaRocka, however the 
hope is there that the experience 
gained by CORBIN HARRISON and 
RUDY BROWN will be a help while 
working in freshman QB JAMIE 
SCHUMAKER. SCHROCKMAN, 
CHARLES and RUSSELL will all also 
provide excellent targets. The real 
experience comes up front and 
should keep the Blue Devils on the 
scoreboard more than they were in 
2021. 

DEFENSE 
The Blue Devils biggest strong point 
in 2021 was on defense, giving up 
14 points or less in the final three 
weeks of the season to secure a 
playoff spot. BRODIE KUZIOR and 
BRIAN CHARLES should help fill in 
the roles of AJ Kuzior and Jaeron 
Cody whose strong LB play was the 
calling card for the Blue Devils a 
year ago. There’s also depth up 
front which will help Burgettstown 
separate from some of the weaker 
teams in the Big Seven.

OVERVIEW
The Blue Devils could be very one 
dimensional in 2022, which means 
that they probably won’t be in the 
conversation for a conference title 
in 2022. The run heavy offense will 
be a big help in a much tougher 
conference than a year ago. If the 
Defense performs like they did 
down the stretch in 2021, they’ll be 
competitive in most of the games 
throughout the season. There’s still 
a good chance the Blue Devils 
compete for the playoffs in 2022, 
and that will come down to the 
final three weeks of the year. If 
Burgettstown can sweep Carlynton, 
Avella, and Fort Cherry and steal a 
game from Cornell, OLSH or 
Chartiers Houston, the Blue Devils 
will be playoff bound. More likely 
than not, however, the Blue Devils 
could be 5th and the last team 
without a dance partner when the 
Dog and Pony show starts. 

MUST WATCH: Oct. 14th- vs Carlynton  

8/26 @ Sto-Rox Vikings
9/2 @ Beth Center Bulldogs
9/9 South Side Area Rams
9/16 Bishop Canevin Crusaders
9/23 @ Chartiers Houston Bucs
9/30 Cornell Raiders
10/7 @ OLSH Chargers
10/14 Carlynton Cougars
10/21 @ Avella Eagles
10/28 Fort Cherry Rangers

8/27  South Park   SCR
9/3  @ West Greene 20-0
9/10  @ Avella 57-8
9/17  OLSH          13-33
9/24  @ Rochester     FF
10/1  Shenango 6-28
10/8  Cornell           14-34
10/15  @ Northgate           17-14
10/22  Union 12-8
10/29  @ Ft. Cherry 23-0

KEY GRADUATES
QB Jackson LaRocka
LB AJ Kuzior
DE Owen Romano
LB Jaeron Cody
DL Austin Nease

LT 75 Braden Rankin SR. 

RB 4 Corbin Harrison SR.
RB 2 Rudy Brown JR.
WR 5 Zack Schrockman JR.

LB 7 Brodie Kuzior JR.
OL 62 Luke Ferris SR.

TE 85 Brian Charles SO.

RB 15 Ryan Murray JR.
James Leuice

DE 53 Gerry Cox JR.

DT 72 Tyler Cody SR.

DE 77 Teddy Gray SO.

T 78 Joe Baronick JR.

TOP RETURNERS

FRESH FACES

WR 24 Caleb Russell SR.




